Betulaceae (Birch)

Order: Fagales

Glossary of Botanical Terms

Common Names

Scientific Name

LV: leaves; FL: flowers; FR:fruit; ST:stem; EC:ecology

Mountain alder (green alder)

Alnus crispa

LV: alternate; FL: catkin

Speckled alder (grey alder, tag alder)

Alnus rugosa

LV: alternate; FL: catkin

Smooth alder (hazel alder)

Alnus serrulata

EC: wetland

Yellow birch (golden birch, swamp birch, gray

birch, silver birch, tall birch)

Betula alleghaniensis

LV: alternate, whole, serrate, >1"; FL: catkin; FR: 3-pronged seed
bract; ST: tree, >12', exfoliating; lenticels, yellow; EC: forest, edible-
ST

Black birch (sweet birch)

Betula lenta

LV: alternate, whole, serrate, >1"; FL: catkin; ST: >12', lenticels,
black; EC: forest, edible-ST

Western birch (water birch, red birch)

Betula occidentalis; fontinalis

LV: alternate, whole, serrate, >1"; FL: catkin; EC: edible-ST

White birch (paper birch)

Betula papyrifera

LV: alternate, whole, serrate, >1"; FL: catkin; ST: >12', exfoliating,
lenticels, white; EC: forest, edible-ST

Gray birch

Betula populifolia

LV: alternate, whole, deltoid, serrate, >1"; FL: catkin; ST: white; EC:
edible-ST

Bluebeech (ironwood; musclewood, American

hornbeam)

Carpinus caroliniana

LV: alternate; FL: catkin; FR: nut, winged seeds; ST: smooth,
muscle-like, gray; EC: forest, edible-FR

Beaked hazelnut

Corylus cornuta

LV: alternate; FL: catkin; FR: nut, buds-apex naked; EC: edible-FR

Western hophornbeam (Knowlton's
hophornbeam, woolly hophornbeam, wolf
hophornbeam, ironwood)

Ostrya knowltonii

LV: alternate; FL: catkin; ST: fibrous

Eastern hophornbeam (hardhack, ironwood,

leverwood)

Ostrya virginiana

LV: alternate; FL: catkin; ST: fibrous; EC: forest
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