
Berberidaceae (Barberry) Order: Ranunculales Glossary of Botanical Terms

Common Names Scientific Name LV: leaves; FL: flowers; FR:fruit; ST:stem; EC:ecology

Fremont barberry  (Frémont's mahonia) Berberis fremontii LV: opposite, evergreen, spiny; FL: yellow; ST: shrub

Creeping Oregon grape  (creeping mahonia, 
creeping barberry, prostrate barberry, creeping 
grapeholly)

Berberis repens
LV: evergreen, oblong, spiny; FL: 6 petals, yellow, crowded raceme, 
spring; FR: berry, blue/blue-green; ST: shrub, prostrate; EC: edible-
FR

Japanese barberry  (Thunberg's barberry, red 
barberry) Berberis thunbergii

LV: whorled, whole, entire, apex acute, base acute, <1"; FL: 6 parts, 
yellow, solitary, raceme, axillary, drooping, <1"; FR: berry, red, <1"; 
ST: shrub, erect, grooved, spine; EC: edible-LV FR

Common barberry  (European barberry) Berberis vulgaris
LV: whorled, whole, obovate, serrate, apex obtuse, base acute, <1"; 
FL: 6 parts, yellow, raceme, axillary, drooping; FR: berry, red, <1"; 
ST: shrub, >1', erect, spine; EC: edible-LV FR

Blue cohosh Caulophyllum thalictroides LV: 3-lobed; FL: yellow; FR: berry, blue

May-apple  (American mandrake, wild 
mandrake, ground lemon) Podophyllum peltatum LV: palmately lobed, oval, >6"; EC: X-poisonous
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