
Adoxaceae (Viburnum) Order: Dipsacales Glossary of Botanical Terms

Common Names Scientific Name LV: leaves; FL: flowers; FR:fruit; ST:stem; EC:ecology

Common elderberry  (American black 
elderberry, Canada elderberry) Sambucus canadensis LV: opposite, pinnate, serrate, >6"; EC: edible FR

Blue elderberry  (blue elder) Sambucus cerulea LV: opposite, pinnate, serrate; FL: white; FR: berry, blue; EC: edible 
FR

Red elderberry Sambucus racemosa LV: opposite, pinnate, serrate, >6"; FR: berry, blue, <1", summer/fall; 
ST: lenticels; EC: X-poisonous LV ST, edible FR

Boxelder  (Maple-leaf viburnum, maple-leaved 
arrowwood, dockmackie) Viburnum acerifolium LV: opposite; EC: edible FR

Witch-hobble  (hobble-bush, alder-leaved 
viburnum, American wayfaring tree, moosewood) Viburnum alnifolium

LV: opposite, whole, ovate, +/-6", FR: red; EC: edible FR

Wild raisin  (Withe-rod) Viburnum cassinoides LV: opposite; FR: black; EC: edible FR

Arrow-wood Viburnum dentatum LV: opposite, dentate; EC: edible FR

Nanny-berry Viburnum lentago LV: opposite; EC: edible FR

Japanese snowball Viburnum plicatum LV: opposite; FL: 5 parts (one petal diminished), white; EC: 
ornamental, edible FR

Blackhaw Viburnum prunifolium LV: opposite, serrate; FR: drupe, <1"; EC: edible FR

High-bush cranberry  (American 
cranberrybush, kalyna, highbush) Viburnum trilobum

LV: opposite, orbicular, lobed, entire; FL: 5 parts, white; FR: drupe, 
red, <1"; ST: shrub, >6', buds-valvate, appressed, obovate, 
green/brown; EC: edible FR
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