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Vlad gave his answer to peace, Mr. President:

We must re-arm Ukraine
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July 4, 2025

Mr. President, we know you understand that the primary obstacle to peace in Ukraine is
Russia’s aggression.

You said you were “disappointed” in the conversation with Russian dictator Vladimir
Putin, and that you “don’t think he’s looking to stop.”

Putin again insisted he was unwilling to commit to a ceasefire until the “root causes” of
the conflict were addressed.

For Vlad, the “root cause” is the existence of Ukraine.

He followed your call with the largest drone and missile strike of the war, killing at least
one.

So why, Mr. President, is your administration punishing Ukraine?

The Pentagon has halted the anti-missile and drone weapons needed to protect the
civilians of Kyiv. You remember the desperation on the face of the Ukrainian reporter
you touchingly spoke to in the Netherlands, her fears for her husband and her family.
Why are we threatening to abandon her?

There is a belief, being pushed by twisted ideologues, that helping Ukraine is somehow
hurting the United States, and not in our best interest. This couldn’t be further from the
truth.

Officials claim we have a weapons shortage, but many of these arms were already
allocated — some were already in Poland.

Ukraine is paying for them, partly from seized Russian assets and European grants, a
stimulus for our industries to make more.

In fact, our military can use that money — and the intelligence it is gathering from
Ukraine’s successful resistance — to make better drones and anti-missile technology.

It builds the foundation of the Golden Dome.
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But most importantly, Ukraine’s fate sends a message to the world about America.
Russia is not an economic superpower to be unlocked. It is a dying terrorist state. Putin is
willing to spend the blood of his people in a last grasp for empire.

If we let him succeed, if we help him succeed, it won’t just threaten Europe. It will tell
China that our alliances are fickle, our patience short.

This is not an either/or proposition, as Elbridge Colby, under secretary of defense,
suggests. We don’t aid Ukraine instead of fighting China. We aid Ukraine to thwart them.
Russia and China share one strategic goal: Oppose the United States.

One missile “saved” in a warehouse today is 50 we’ll have to fire in the future because
this axis was strengthened.

Mr. President, you have had a historic streak of successes. You passed your “Big
Beautiful Bill.” You won cases in front of the Supreme Court. You're forging trade deals.
You also took the bold step to defang Iran, knowing that it would make the Middle East a
safer place. Only bombing its nuclear sites could get the ayatollah to the table.

It is the same with Ukraine. Putin only understands strength. He will continue to insult
and ignore you if the United States doesn’t commit to Kyiv’'s defense.

Reports are that the conversation with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on
Friday went well, and that you talked about strengthening the country’s air defenses.
That’s excellent news.

The fall of Ukraine is not a disaster that can be blamed on someone else, or explained
away as inconsequential. It would destabilize the world, weaken America and reflect
negatively on your presidency. Don’t walk away.
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Three-quarters of Trump voters support more sanctions on Russia:

new poll
By Josh Christenson
July 4, 2025

Three-quarters of the Americans who voted for President Trump in 2024 are backing
further economic sanctions on Russia as it continues its war against Ukraine, a new poll
shows.

The Vandenberg Coalition in late June found that around 77% of Trump voters viewed
Russia as a threat, 75% backed additional sanctions, and 70% said it was “vital to prevent
Russia from invading other European nations,” according to results obtained exclusively
by The Post.

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) revealed Sunday that Trump had given him the go-ahead on
a bill he introduced to tighten sanctions on Moscow.

“If you’re buying products from Russia and you’re not helping Ukraine, then there’s a
500% tariff on your products coming to the United States,” Graham said of his proposal
on ABC News’ “This Week.”

“India and China buy 70% of Putin’s oil. They keep his war machine going,” he said,
noting that his measure, which has more than 80 co-sponsors, “would allow the
president to put tariffs on China and India and other countries to get them, stop them
from supporting Putin’s war machine and get them to the table.

“[Trump] has a waiver; it’s up to him how to impose it,” the South Carolina Republican
added. “We’re going to give President Trump a tool in the toolbox that he doesn’t have,
after the July break.”

The Vandenberg poll also found that a large majority of pro-Trump voters — including
self-described MAGA supporters — are more inclined to back a strong US presence on

the world’s stage.

Just 29% said the nation should be more reactive to international affairs, compared with
the 71% who said America should be taking the lead.

That’s in contrast to some of the isolationist rhetoric Trump peddled on the 2024
campaign trail.

He then made the decision to conduct airstrikes against Iran nuclear facilities last month.


https://abcnews.go.com/ThisWeek/video/1-1-sen-lindsey-graham-123317381
https://abcnews.go.com/ThisWeek/video/1-1-sen-lindsey-graham-123317381

As many as 92% of the voters expressed that the US maintaining global hegemony over
Russia, Iran or China makes the world safer.

“For years, the only image of American involvement abroad was Afghanistan and Iraqg,”
said Vandenberg executive director Carrie Filipetti.

The Vandenberg poll also found that a large majority of the 47th president’s winning
coalition — including self-described MAGA voters — are more inclined to support a
strong US presence on the world’s stage. Vandenberg Coalition

“But President Trump’s strikes replaced the image of the fall of Kabul with the image of
American pilots flying 33 hours straight and perfectly executing a devastating strike on
an adversary’s illegal nuclear program — all without a single shot fired at our troops.”

Several surveys preceded the US strikes against Iran — an offensive dubbed Operation
Midnight Hammer — that involved the massive B-2 bombing of Tehran’s uranium
enrichment sites of Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan.

In May, just 24% of Republicans supported military action in Iran, according to a
University of Maryland Critical Issues poll.

An Economist/YouGov survey just days before the US military strikes showed 19%
favored bombings.

With respect to the US-Russia relationship, the Pew Research Center had also found that
45% of GOP voters saw the Kremlin as a competitor whereas 40% said it was an enemy.

The latest polling coalition, named for the mid-20th-century Michigan Republican Sen.
Arthur Vandenberg, is comprised of alums from Republican and Democratic
administrations and is chaired by an official specializing in international relations with
the first Trump administration, Elliot Abrams.

Vandenberg tapped TargetPoint pollsters to survey 1,225 Trump voters from June 25 to
26 for the poll. It had a margin of error of plus or minus 2.8%.
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